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Welcome Fellow “Allotmenteers” 
…. to this, the 2nd edition of our 2014 
member’s newsletter. Well, up to now, it is 
has been all good news on the growing front. 

A mild winter followed by an almost frost free 
spring has been a real bonus. Let’s hope 
things continue throughout the summer (ever 

the optimist).  

As we mentioned in earlier editions; the main 
aims of the newsletter are twofold:  

• Firstly to provide members with details of 
activities and events (general and social) 
which impact on the Acle Allotment 

Association (AAA).  
• Secondly to provide a forum for members 

to express their views and share 
suggestions for improving allotment life 
for one and all.  

So once again feedback from members will 
be a key factor in making future editions of 
the newsletter a success.  

 

Events for Your Diary 

The two key social events in our 2014 AAA 
calendar are the family BBQ and the annual 
open day so: 

• Just a gentle reminder that the annual 
barbeque for members and their 
families will be held on Saturday 19th of 
July (at a slightly later time this year) 

between 5:00 & 7:00 pm.  

As on previous occasions, if you are 
planning to attend could you please bring 

your own meats, drinks, glasses and 
chairs. As usual, volunteers under the 
able direction of Pat (Weavers) will 

provide mixed salads, paper plates and 
the all important deserts. Our Chairman 
Cliff Weavers will also ensure there are 

plenty of barbeques available on which 
you can cook/burn your meat.  

Last year we were most fortunate with 

the weather; in spite of earlier misgivings 
it turned out to be a warm, dry afternoon 
(ideal for chatting and relaxing). So if you 

can make it please do come along; it’s 
the one chance our families have to meet 
up socially. I would like to say that we 

can guarantee a nice day this year but 
after my previous attempts at weather 
forecasting I will not even try! 

On a more serious note; if you would like 
to donate a raffle prize for the event it 
would be most appreciated. Prizes can 
either be left in the allotment shed for 

Cliff to collect or alternatively they can be 
handed to him directly prior to the event. 
The raffle is a key source of additional 

income to the AAA funds and also adds a 
further level of fun to this annual social 
event, especially if you win!  

• Just to confirm that the allotment open 
day will, this year, be held on Saturday 

16th of August between 2:00 & 4:00 
pm. Again raffle prizes would be most 
welcome as would any produce 

(vegetables, flowers, jams, cakes est.) 
which we will make available for sale on 
the day. If you can help out in any way 

please let Cliff know and he will add your 
name to the list of valued volunteers.   

 
The Committee Meeting Revisited 

The first AAA committee meeting of 2014 
was held on 24th February.  

Roy (Tate), in his role as Secretary, 

confirmed that there were (at that time) 
three people on the allotment waiting list.  

In compliance with the terms of our public 

liability insurance; it was confirmed by Roy 
that an accident book and a first aid kit had 
been procured. So, if any of us are 

unfortunate enough to have an accident 
within the allotment boundaries please enter 
the details into the local accident book and 

also inform Roy who will make a formally 
record of the incident. If you need to use any 
items from within the first aid kit (which is in 
the shed) and any stocks are seen to running 
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low, then please let Roy know so that they 
can be replenished. 

We expressed our thanks to Adam Fisher & 

his father for trimming the tree and boundary 
hedge at the entrance to the allotment site. 

The size of two existing plots was discussed 

following a query from an allotment holder. It 
was agreed that these specific plots would be 
re-measured and if appropriate the rents 
adjusted accordingly. 

It was agreed that work should resume on 
installing the two new water standpipes and 
that the three original leaking standpipes 

would be refurbished over the coming 
months. 

The final item discussed was a follow on from 

the AGM and concerned a suggestion from 
Roy that members may be interested in a 
“day out” to a place of horticultural interest. 

A number of suggestions were made, 
including a visit to the gardens at East 
Ruston, but no formal decisions were made 

during the meeting.  

The next committee meeting is scheduled for 
9th June, so if you have any issues or specific 

concerns you want discussing then please do 
not hesitate to contact any one of the 
committee members. 

 
Post Committee Meeting Review 

A number of key issues have occurred since 
the last committee meeting in February; 

these are summarised as follows: 

• Due to ill health Brian (Oldfield) has given 

up his allotments. As I am sure most of 
you will know; Brian has been an active 
allotment holder for many years. I for 

one have always valued his expert advice 
and I am sure we all wish both him and 
his wife June our very best during this 

difficult period. 

• The two new standpipes have been 
installed and the three existing ones have 

been refurbished. Our thanks to all those 
who supported this project. 

• We currently have two new members 

joining our allotment community. First of 
all a big welcome to Pauline Swan who 
has taken over Plot 21a and an equally 

warm welcome to Vanessa Hannon who 
has taken over Plot 19. 

• One further allotment is currently in the 

process of being allocated which means 
that there is one person now on the 

waiting list.   

 
A Call to Arms!! 

During the AGM in January we debated the 

need for a list of volunteers to carry out 
specific site projects that come up from time 
to time. So if you can spare the time then 

please give your name to Roy (Tate) 
who will add it to the list.  

Now that the growing season is in full swing; 

a timely reminder that with the increase in 
communal grassed areas we are always 
seeking volunteers to take a turn to cut the 

grass paths and communal patches such as 
the picnic area and car park. So if you can 
spare some time and the communal areas 

need a trim please feel free to rev-up and 
start mowing. The grass cuttings make a 
good base for composters so there is some 

tangible reward for your efforts!! 

 

Tales from the Potting Shed 

In past editions of the Newsletter 
we have tried to include tips from 
fellow Allotmenteers and also 

wider sources; so the first tip 
from the “Potting Shed” concerns 
the “hoeing up” of potatoes. 

Traditionally when we hoe up potatoes we 
tend to flatten off the tops of the ridges or 
leave them at a point. A suggestion from Bob 

(Fenton) is to leave a “V” at the top of the 
ridge to stop “run off” when it rains or we 
have to water. 
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Carrot fly is a particular problem between 
May and September – when female flies lay 
their eggs. There are varieties of carrots on 

the market that have been bred to be more 
resistant to carrot fly (e.g. Fly Away and 
Resitafly) but none are 100% proof. To deter 

low-flying female flies, cover plants with 
horticultural fleece or place two foot high 
barriers around the plants (plastic bottle 
cloches work well). A biological control 

(pathogenic nematodes) can be bought from 
mail-order companies (known as Nemasys 
Grow Your Own), to help control the young 

larvae or you can opt for chemical control in 
the guise of Westland Plant Rescue Fruit & 
Vegetable Bug Killer (Lambda cyhalothrin).  

The final tip this time concerns cabbage root 
fly which attacks the roots of brassicas. 
Female flies lay the eggs on the surface of 

the soil next to the stem of the plant. When 
transplanting out young plants, place a piece 
of carpet (or cardboard or fleece) around the 

base of the plant to create a collar, this will 
stop the flies from laying their eggs on the 
soil. Again the biological control (pathogenic 

nematodes) can be used to deal with any 
larvae. A further tip from Roy is to sprinkle a 
small quantity of lime around the base of the 

plants to deter root fly.  

 

Miscellaneous 

It may be a little too late to 
think about manure for this 
season but if you are looking 

for a load to “mature” then 
you may wish to try Tony 

Caskin (Tel: 01953454356). He supplies and 

delivers horse manure in bags (not sure of 
the cost or quality).  

An interesting find by Liz Larby when she 

was working on her allotment recently; she 

discovered a Swan's egg half buried below an 
old carpet. She told her son about it and he 
went down and dug it out and identified it. 

She thinks it was perhaps taken by a fox and 
buried for later consumption. It was fresh but 
she didn’t try eating it! 

 

Just a reminder; if you have any items or 

produce for sale, exchange or any that are 
wanted please let me know and I will include 
details in the next edition of the newsletter. 

As always, a small voluntary contribution to 
AAA funds for successful adverts would be 
appreciated.  

We have been allocated a web page on the 
new Acle Village website; so just type in 
www.VisitAcle.com and follow the 

“Community” link. 

One final mention concerning any issues 
preventing, in the short term, the regular 
cultivation of an allotment. Roy intends to 

check on plot usage and upkeep on a 
monthly basis. So if for any reason (heath, 
family commitments, change of job, est.) you 

are unable to cultivate your allotment please 
let him know sooner rather than later. This 
will allow us to provide, if necessary, any 

short general support to at least keep at 
weeds down and the walkways cut.  

 

 

http://www.visitacle.com/

