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Welcome to this, the summer edition 
of our member’s newsletter. With almost 
continues cold winds blowing from the North 
Sea and the lack of rain; it is has not been an 
ideal start to this year’s growing season. Still, 
the mild winter and dry conditions did prove 
a bonus when we were busy preparing our 
plots for spring planting. So let’s hope things 
continue to improve throughout the summer.  

As we mentioned in earlier editions; the aims 
of the newsletter are twofold:  
 Firstly to provide members with details of 

activities and events (general and social) 
which impact on the Acle Allotment 
Association (AAA).  

 Secondly to provide a forum for members 
to express their views and share 
suggestions for improving allotment life 
for one and all.  

So once again, I would urge fellow plot 
holders to contribute either through articles, 
growing tips or just by voicing concerns. This 
feedback from members will be a key factor 
in making future editions of the newsletter a 
success. So if you have any concerns 
with the way the AAA is managed then 
please let the committee know. 
 
Events for Your Diary 
The two key social events in our 2015 AAA 
calendar are the family BBQ and the annual 
open day so: 
 Just a gentle reminder that the annual 

barbeque for members and their 
families will, this year, be held on 
Saturday 18th of July between 5:00 & 
7:00 pm.  
As on previous occasions, if you are 
planning to attend could you please bring 
your own meats, drinks, glasses and 
cutlery. As usual, volunteers under the 
able direction of Pat (Weavers) will 
provide mixed salads, paper plates and 
the all important deserts. Our Chairman 
Cliff Weavers will once again fire up his 

trusty “flamethrower” thus ensuring there 
are plenty of barbeques available on 
which we can cook/burn our food. Whilst 
there is no charge for the BBQ; this year 
we will be providing a box for members 
who feel they would like to make a 
voluntary donation towards the cost of 
the event.  
Last year we were most fortunate with 
the weather; in spite of earlier misgivings 
it turned out to be a warm, dry afternoon 
and early evening (ideal for chatting and 
relaxing). So if you can make it please do 
come along; it’s the one chance our 
families have to meet up socially. 
If you would like to donate a raffle prize 
for the event it would be most 
appreciated. Prizes can either be left in 
the allotment shed for Cliff to collect or 
alternatively they can be handed to him 
directly prior to the event. As I am sure 
you are aware, the raffle is a key source 
of additional income to the AAA funds 
and also adds a further level of fun to this 
annual social event, especially if you win!  

 Just to confirm that the allotment open 
day will, this year, be held on Saturday 
15th of August between 2:00 & 4:00 
pm. Again raffle prizes would be most 
welcome as would any produce 
(vegetables, flowers, jams, cakes etc) 
which we will make available for sale on 
the day. If you can help out in any way 
prior to or during the event please let 
either Cliff or Roy know and they will add 
your name to the list of valued 
volunteers.   

 
Post Committee Meeting Review 
The first AAA committee meeting of 2015 
was held on 23rd February and the main 
agenda items were covered in the previous 
newsletter. The second meeting was recently 
held on 15th June; the main agenda items 
from which are summarised as follow: 



Acle Allotment Association (AAA) 
Member’s Newsletter 

Issue: 2 Page 2 of 3 June 2015 

 The communal shed annex has been 
completed and pea shingle added to the 
common paths and car park. Our special 
thanks to Robin (Cushing) who performed 
the unenviable duties of head designer 
and project manager with great 
professionalism during the shed annex 
construction. 

 Roy (Tate), in his role as Secretary, has 
confirmed that there are currently no 
perspective members on the allotment 
waiting list or indeed any vacant plots. 
On the subject of the allocation of 
allotment plots; if you wish to change 
your existing plot for any reason then 
please give Roy a call. If a suitable plot 
becomes free then as an existing member 
you will have first call on its use. 

 Last year we were awarded a “Level 4- 
Thriving” award by the Royal Horticultural 
Society. Our certificate has now arrived 
and a copy will be placed in the 
communal shed for members to view; so 
a well done to everyone.  

 On the subject of the communal shed, it 
was recognised that it was in need of a 
coat of wood preserver and also the felt 
roof required urgent attention. 

 The possible purchase of a petrol 
strimmer / brush cutter for use on the 
communal boundary areas and paths was 
discussed in detail. Roy agreed to 
investigate both the insurance and cost 
implications. Due to health and safety 
issues its initial use would probably be 
restricted to named individuals.   

 Two of the plots have not been worked 
this year and it was agreed that Roy 
should issue the holders with a formal 
final warning to either address the 
situation within the next 3 months or 
relinquish their plots. In addition, Roy will 
also contact a number of members asking 
them to improve their general plot 
maintenance. 

 We currently have three new members 
joining our allotment community. First of 
all a big welcome to Julia Line who has 
taken over Plot 6a. An equally warm 
welcome to Tracey-Miller-Fik who has 
taken over Plot 25 and also Jack Horner-
Glister who has just taken over plot 28. 

 Just a reminder that the next committee 
meeting is scheduled for 3rd August, so if 
you have any issues or specific concerns 
you want discussing then please do not 
hesitate to contact any one of the 
committee members.  

 
A Call to Arms!! 
Once again we are in need of volunteers to 
carry out specific site projects that come up 
from time to time. So if you can spare the 
time then please give your name to Roy 
(Tate) who will add it to the list.  

On a similar theme; with the increase in 
communal grassed areas we are always 
seeking volunteers to take a turn to cut the 
communal grass paths and patches such as 
the picnic area and car park. So if you can 
spare some time and the communal areas 
need a trim please feel free to rev-up and 
start mowing!! The key to the shed annex 
housing the new self-powered lawnmower 
for use on these communal areas can be 
obtained from any committee member. 
 
Tales from the Potting Shed 

In past editions of the Newsletter 
we have tried to include tips from 
fellow Allotmenteers and also 
wider sources; so the first tip 
from the “Potting Shed” comes 
from Robin & Wendy (Cushing) 

and concerns the recycling of banana skins. 
Bananas are rich in minerals including 
potassium which helps promote general plant 
vigour; helps build up resistance to pest and 
disease; necessary in fruit and relates to the 
turgor (or uprightness of stems and the 
thickness of cell walls) i.e. plant strength! 
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A tip from Roy for those of us who may find 
difficulty in bending; when planting out 
modules/plugs; use a long handled trowel to 
dig the hole and then use a suitable section 
of drainpipe about 4 to 5 feet long. Place the 
pipe in the freshly dug hole and then slide 
the plant module/plug into the top of the 
pipe. Remove the pipe from the hole leaving 
the plant module/plug in place and firm in 
with the trowel handle. The diameter of the 
pipe can be varied to suite the plant 
module/plug size and can also be used to 
sow larger seeds such as beans, sweet corn, 
peas or even onion sets. 

Last year we included an article on slugs in 
the newsletter, well after the recent rain they 
have reared their pesky heads again. Wendy 

informs us that Tiger slugs, which are toxic, 
are around and are best killed by dropping 
them into a mix of water and washing-up 
liquid (preferably after finishing the dishes)! 
Due to their toxicity always wear rubber 
gloves when handling them.   
 
Miscellaneous 
It may be a little too late to think about 
manure for this season but if you are looking 
for a load of well rotted manure then you 
may wish to try a local farmer in Filby as 
recommended by Roy; he can be contacted 
on 01493 751280. He will deliver a trailer 
load or you can if you wish collect it by the 
bag (not sure of the cost). 

 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBER – 2015 
 

Clifford Weavers (Plot 15) – Chairman 
Roy Tate (Plot 16) – Secretary 
Robin Cushing (Plot 30) – Assistant Secretary 
Wendy Cushing (Plot 12c) – Treasurer 
Chris Bassham (Plot 26) 
Gwilym Foulkes (Plot 6) 
Karistian Sayer (Plot 31) 
Gala Speed (Plot 20) 

 


